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Carpathian nature richest of Europe's mountains, new report shows  

Kiev, Ukraine - A new report released today by WWF at the opening of the 5th Environment for Europe Conference held in Kiev shows that the Carpathians Mountains are probably home to Europe's richest diversity of mountain-dwelling animal and plants species, but also warns that such a treasure could be lost without better legal protection.   

The report - The Carpathian List of Endangered Species - finds that the Carpathians could be Europe’s last refuge for all large mammal species, including the continent’s largest mountain populations of brown bear, wolf and lynx, the latter being the most vulnerable large carnivore species in the region. The Carpathians are also home to up to 45 per cent of the entire European population of globally threatened Imperial eagle. The report further notes that while fish populations remain generally well preserved in the region, migratory fish have been particularly affected by dams and pollution, with Atlantic sturgeon and Atlantic salmon now classified as extinct. It also finds that with nearly 4,000 species and subspecies, Carpathian flora represents about 30 per cent of all European flora. However, many are critically endangered, with 41 species and sub-species on the verge of extinction and in urgent need of active protection measures.
"Such a high flora diversity is partially due to the union of Atlantic, Central, Northern and Eastern European flora in the Carpathians," explained Zbigniew Witkowski, a Polish scientist and one of the authors of the report. 

Other rare animals listed in the study include the European bison. With 400 individuals reintroduced in the Polish and Ukrainian Carpathians after disappearing 200 years ago, these are now threatened by in-breeding. A chamois population of about 300 individuals and a moose population of about 100 are also reported to be highly threatened.

The new report is being launched the day before the official signing ceremony of the Carpathian Convention, to be signed by the environment ministers of Carpathian countries. "The Carpathian List of Endangered Species clearly spells out what natural treasures are most in need of the legal protection provided by the convention," said Dr Claude Martin, Director General of WWF International.

Pollution, damaging development schemes, hunting, deforestation, and fragmentation or loss of habitat are among the main threats to the Carpathian mountain range and its biodiversity.

Future actions suggested by the report include the development of a Red Book of Carpathian biodiversity with in-depth analyses of population status, threats and conservation measures; joint monitoring and conservation plans, and a consistent legal status of species throughout the region; and national management plans for large carnivores, improved monitoring of their populations, and education programmes to raise public acceptance of the local value of large animals. 

The Carpathians cover an area of approximately 206,000 square kilometres, stretch across eight countries (Ukraine, Poland, Romania, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Hungary, Austria and Serbia & Montenegro), and are one of Europe’s largest mountain ranges.

For further information:

Paul Csagoly, WWF International Danube-Carpathian Programme, tel.: +36-30-250-5869 (cell) ; e-mail: pcsagoly@wwfdcp.org
Pam McCarthy, WWF International Danube-Carpathian Programme, tel.: +43-676-8427-28215 (cell) ; e-mail: pmccarthy@wwfdcp.org
Olivier van Bogaert, WWF International, tel.: +41 22 364 95 54 ; e-mail: ovanbogaert@wwfint.org

NOTES TO EDITORS

· WWF has identified the Carpathians as a Global 200 ecoregion representing one of the world’s most outstanding natural areas requiring targeted conservation efforts. The WWF-coordinated Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative (CEI), in conjunction with the Polish Institute of Nature Conservation, produced the Carpathian List of Endangered Species to comprehensively fill a gap in knowledge about the Pan-Carpathian status of threatened plant and animal species. The report can be found at http://www.panda.org/news_facts/publications/europe/index.cfm
· In Kiev, WWF and the CEI will release their WWF/CEI Priorities for the Implementation of the Carpathian Convention. WWF will also release its list of conservation commitments that have been made by Carpathian and Danube governments. WWF has been in active dialogue with governments in the region to complement the Carpathian Convention with concrete commitments on the ground. For more information: http://www.carpathians.org/launch/index.htm 

· WWF and the CEI significantly contributed to the development of the Carpathian Convention. The issue of the protection and sustainable management of the Carpathians was supported by the Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development in the Danube-Carpathian Region, co-organized by the Government of Romania and WWF in Bucharest in April 2001. There, Heads of States and officials from 14 Central and Eastern European countries adopted a joint declaration expressing their support for rehabilitating the Carpathians. WWF-CEI also participated as an observer during the drafting of the Convention and hosted one of the drafting meetings in Vienna in February.
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