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WWF/CEI PRIORITIES for IMPLEMENTATION 

of the CARPATHIAN CONVENTION

To ensure that long-term sustainable development of the Carpathians first and foremost benefits local people and communities, and stops the ongoing trends of increasing poverty, unemployment, rural depopulation and loss of traditional practices, we propose that Carpathian governments:

1. Explicitly integrate conservation and the sustainable use of biological and landscape diversity into national sector policies such as agriculture, forestry, river basin (and flood) management, tourism, transport and energy, industry and mining.

2. Establish a Carpathian Network of Protected Areas, including the 30 Carpathian Priority Areas identified by the Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative (CEI), each with an effective, participatory management system.

3. Ensure the preservation of endangered species listed in the CEI’s Red List of Endangered Carpathian Species, especially through the maintenance of their habitats, with assurance that populations of large carnivores are maintained at viable levels.

4. Promote FSC certification of forests with implementation in all state forests; develop and implement the High Conservation Value Forest concept as part of sustainable forestry management schemes; and strengthen enforcement measures against illegal logging.

5. Implement programmes enabling local populations to derive economic benefit from traditional and sustainable land-use and tourism practices that protect the high biological diversity of the Carpathian Mountains.

6. Strengthen the capacities of countries to effectively use Environmental Assessments and ensure that new transportation, energy and mining activities do not negatively impact endangered species or fragment priority natural areas.

