MAIN NEWS: STATUS OF THE CARPATHIANS REPORT

THE BIG CARPATHIAN PICTURE …

First Ever Overall View

· Of the region’s unique natural and cultural richness, as well as threats to that richness and potential solutions.

· Half of the Carpathians are covered by forests!

Priority Natural Areas

· Identification of 30 “Priority Natural Areas” requiring protection (e.g. Fagaras Mountains in central Romania; Eastern Carpathians on the border of Poland, Slovakia and Ukraine; High Tatras on the Slovak-Polish border). 

· These 30 Areas cover only 15% of the mountain range’s total area, while only 43% of this 15% is now in existing Protected Areas. 

· At the same time, several of the Protected Areas in the east and southern part of the region have little or no protection or management in practice.

GLOBAL IMPORTANCE…

WWF Global 200 Ecoregion

· Representing one of the world’s most outstanding areas of biodiversity in need of targeted conservation. 

Numerous UNESCO Biosphere Reserves and World Heritage Sites

High Biodiversity 

· One of the highest levels of “small-scale biodiversity” in the world -- the grasslands of Slovensky Raj National Park in Slovakia at 75 species per sq.m.

· 481 endemic plant species. 

EUROPEAN IMPORTANCE…

VERY Large Mountains

· One of Europe’s largest mountains by area -- some 18,000 sq.kms larger than the Alps!

Last Stand for Large Mammals

· Last European region that can support large populations of large carnivores such as Brown bear, Wolf and Lynx (excluding Russia) – 10 to 20 times more individuals than in the Alps.

· Over 4,000 wolves – or about 45% of the total European population.

· Only European Bison population inhabiting Europe’s mountains (e.g. over 160 individuals in the Polish Bieszczady Mountains). 

· Important populations of Chamois, Beaver, Wildcat and Alpine marmot.

Crucial Bird Area

· 20% to 45% of Europe’s population of globally threatened Imperial eagle.

· Significant part of the world’s population of Corncrake.

· 30% of European population of White-backed woodpecker (threatened in a large part of its European range).

· 20% of European population of Ural owl

· 40% European population of Lesser spotted eagle.

Forests for Life

· Largest areas of virgin forests (outside Russia) (e.g. Eastern Carpathians on Polish-Slovak-Ukraine border). 

· Largest natural mountain beech and beech/fir forests in Europe.

Plant Abundance

· One-third of all European vascular plant species, with some 4,000+ species.

Nature’s Best

· One of the last opportunities for the dispersal and re-population of plants and animals throughout Europe (e.g. east to west; north to south).

· Numerous semi-natural habitats including meadows and pastures (e.g. species-rich Poloniny meadows in Slovakia and Poland).

Living Waters

· Numerous glacial lakes (e.g. 110 in High Tatras).

· Some of Europe’s last clean water mountain streams.

· Source of 80% of Romania’s freshwater reserves (excluding supply from Danube).

· Far fewer dams than in Western Europe.

REGIONAL CULTURE

Major European Political Area

· 7 countries

· Approximatly16 to 18 million people.

Unique Tradition

· Diverse cultural and ethnic richness, including harsh highlands lifestyle.

· Unique traditional local economic practices and lifestyles.

Avoided Communist Problems

· Given their remoteness, many Carpathian areas avoided certain negative effects of communist planning. For example, land collectivization did not take place in some parts of the region, thereby preserving many extensive, small-scale practices (e.g. farming), and over-exploited forests.

KEY THREATS

Economic Problems

· Increased rural unemployment as a result of economic and political transition since the end of communism.

· EU-subsidized imports continue to undercut local prices.

· Increased poverty, rural depopulation, land abandonment, over-grazing, poaching and the break-up of the social fabric of small communities (especially true in south-east Carpathians).

· Old ways and economies are now threatened by continued economic and political transition at this unique time in the region’s history.

· Development pressures, experienced most strongly in the northwest of the region, are increasing at an unparalleled rate.
Land Restitution and Privatization

· Often leads to habitat fragmentation and over-exploitation of privatized resources. 

Forest Threats

· Especially from clear-cutting and planting unstable forest mono-cultures.

Transport Threats 

· Many new proposed road networks which could lead to habitat fragmentation and potentially block biodiversity corridors (e.g. planned Madrid-Kiev highway, part of Trans-European Network).

EU Accession Threats

· Integration of unsustainable EU policies as certain Carpathian countries “accede” to the EU, especially the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) which fosters intensive production and perverse subsidies for farmers.

Insufficient Nature Protection

· Current protected areas system is insufficient in scale and management effectiveness to conserve biodiversity.

IDENTIFIED SOLUTIONS

Political Needs

· Continue to build on political commitment created in April 2001 with the Summit and Declaration on Environment and Sustainable Development in the Carpathian and Danube Region, where Declaration signed by Presidents and officials from 14 countries.
· Increased commitment towards the work of the Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative, especially the development and implementation of an Action Plan for Conservation and Restoration of the Carpathians.

· Development of a Pan-Carpathian Conservation and Management plan for large carnivores.

· Develop a legal mechanism for the protection and sustainable development of the Carpathians (e.g. UNEP is facilitating the development of a potential Carpathian Convention or other legal framework, following recommendations by the Ukrainian government, and working in partnership with the Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative).

· Develop major funding resources dedicated to the Carpathians. 

Sustainable Economic Activities

· Support local sustainable economic activities – including small-scale farming and eco-tourism (e.g. 15,000ha of agricultural land managed according to organic principles in White Carpathians at Czech-Slovak border; or “Greenways Amber Trail Program”).

· Sustainable harvesting of forests (e.g. Romanian government recently announced commitment for 1 million hectares of forests). 

Wise EU Accession

· Wise integration of EU policies through “EU accession process”.

· Implement Natura 2000 Directive and Water Framework Directive

· Reform CAP and improve SAPARD process.

Added Protection

· Expand current protected areas system to fully include the 30 Priority Areas identified in the report. 

· Enhance management in those existing ‘paper parks’ where little or no protection currently exists.

