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Conservation Commitments in the Carpathian-Danube Ecoregion

WWF would like to thank and applaud the governments of Romania, Slovakia and Bulgaria for their cooperation in seeking possibilities to bring major contributions to conservation in the Carpathian-Danube Ecoregion. These were announced today at the 5th Environment for Europe Conference in Kiev on May 22, 2003.

Romania seeks to:
Develop and implement efficient, participative management systems for 14 National and Natural Parks.

Support PAN Parks certification of Romanian National Parks.

Undertake gap analyses to include all types of natural and semi-natural forests in its protected area system.

Support FSC certification of at least 1 million hectares of state-owned forests.

Introduce the HCVF (High Conservation Value Forest) concept and toolkit in its forest legislation.

Develop and implement an integrated action plan for the conservation and ecological reconstruction of the Danube area under the Lower Danube Green Corridor Programme.
Slovakia seeks to:

Evaluate and improve management effectiveness of protected areas using the RAPPAM (Rapid Assessment and Prioritisation of Protected Area Management) methodology.
Support PAN Parks certification of Slovakian National Parks.

Develop and implement a model management system for Carpathian National Parks. 

Support FSC certification of at least 50% of its state-owned forests.

Develop and implement a program to address illegal logging.

Bulgaria seeks to:

Support certification of Bulgarian forests.

Introduce the HCVF (High Conservation Value Forest) concept and toolkit in forest practices and legislation.

Support implementation of the Strategy and Action Plan for the Protection and Restoration of Floodplain Forests on the Bulgarian Danube Islands.

Support implementation of the WWF Forest Landscape Restoration Programme. 

Evaluate and improve management effectiveness of protected areas using the RAPPAM (Rapid Assessment and Prioritisation of Protected Area Management) methodology and through financial and technical support for existing protected area management bodies.

Establish new protected areas. 

Support PAN Parks certification of Bulgarian National Parks.

Support the Natura 2000 network in Bulgaria.

WWF seeks to provide assistance to Carpathian-Danube governments to develop and implement viable programmes for making the above a reality by 2008.

