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LIST OF WWF AND CEI ACTIVITIES AT KIEV CONFERENCE, MAY 21-23 2003

On May 22, WWF Director Secretary Claude Martin will make an official statement about the Carpathian Convention during its official signing ceremony between 12:00-13:00. He will also participate at a related press conference organized by UNEP at 13:15 in the Conference Press Center. 

WWF will be organizing a “Toast” to the ministers who signed the Carpathian Convention immediately after the official signing ceremony during a special luncheon hosted by IUCN on May 22. WWF European Programme Director Magnus Sylven will make the toast.
WWF will be organizing a “Celebrating the Carpathians” event for all conference participants not invited to the above IUCN lunch on May 22. The event will take place May 22 immediately after the signing ceremony at the UNEP-EEA stage in the Conference Hall Exhibition Area. Conference participants will be invited to “sign” a large Carpathian Pledge banner. There will also be live Ukrainian Carpathian folk music, food, drinks and actors dressed as Carpathian animals distributing information. 

WWF/CEI will release at the above event their WWF/CEI Priorities for the Implementation of the Carpathian Convention. WWF will also release at the event its list of conservation commitments that have been made by Carpathian and Danube governments - WWF has been actively having a dialogue with governments in the region to compliment the Carpathian Convention with concrete commitments on the ground.  

Actors dressed as Carpathian animals will be distributing information about the Carpathian and Danube region during all three days of the conference.

WWF and the CEI significantly contributed to the development of the Carpathian Convention. The issue of the protection and sustainable management of the Carpathians was supported by the Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development in the Danube-Carpathian Region, co-organized by the Government of Romania and WWF in Bucharest in April 2001. There, Heads of States and officials from 14 Central and Eastern European countries adopted a joint declaration expressing their support for rehabilitating the Carpathians. WWF-CEI also participated as an observer during the drafting of the Convention and hosted one of the drafting meetings in Vienna in February.
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