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PRESS INVITATION

FSC  Certification - A Market Chance for Eastern Europe

Date 
April 30, 2001

Time 
3 pm

Room:

Parliament Palace, Bucharest. Location details will be announced at the Info Desk or can be obtained via the mobile number below

The forests of Central and Eastern Europe are of immense natural value. Besides creating new protected areas to conserve virgin and old-growth forests, WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature) is actively promoting improved forest management. The environmental organization encourages certification as an effective instrument to promote the preservation of biodiversity in managed forests and the respect of social values and to ensure transparency of forest management and the timber trade.

FSC - A Success Story

The Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) is an international non governmental organization that promotes responsible forestry which respects ecological and social values, whilst remaining economically viable. To date, more than 21 million hectares of forest in 35 countries worldwide have been independently certified under the FSC certification scheme and more than 20,000 products carry the FSC label. Maharaj Muthoo, Executive Director of the FSC, "the future looks very promising; we are expanding and globalizing and our credible certification system will make a contribution to the safety of the world´s forests."
The Market

FSC has won respect as a global international benchmark which ensures that the products bearing its label have been produced without the destruction of source forests. About 700 companies, with an annual turnover of 180 billion US, support FSC, either by producing or buying  FSC timber. Amongst them are global players like AssiDomän, IKEA, B&Q and Home Depot, the world´s largest DIY store.

Recently, there is growing interest from the western European market in obtaining FSC certified timber from Eastern Europe. IKEA sources nearly 25 per cent of its solid wood supply from countries like Poland, Romania and Slovakia. The company´s philosophy is to source all wood in the IKEA range from verified well-managed forests.  "Currently, FSC is the only certification scheme fulfilling IKEA´s long term goal,"  states Mr. Vollbrecht from IKEA in his foreword to the brochure "Counting on the Forest - FSC in Eastern Europe", which will be launched during the Summit.

Jonas Jacobsson, Business Unit Manager of AssiDomän emphasized "we welcome initiatives that help enhance the further development of environmentally and socially responsible forestry practices, and from our point of view, FSC is the most credible and workable system."
For a country in economic transition, such as Romania, the most important consideration is the market. Shortly before the Summit Mr. Ghelasa, State Secretary of Forest announced, "the process of forest management assessments in the light of FSC certification will start soon in two forest districts in Romania."
Speakers

Viorel Ghelasa, Romanian State Secretary of Forest

Maharaj Muthoo, Executive Director of the FSC

Duncan Pollard, Head of the European Forest Team, WWF-International

Contact

Info Desk, entrance hall
mobile:
+40 (0) 92 144539

Ms. Sissi Samec

Tel.:

0043 676 4446614
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