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Press Invitation

Lower Danube & Danube Delta –

actions for nature and people

You are invited to a WWF press briefing and debate on the important achievements and future plans by WWF and its partners towards sustainable development in the Lower Danube River and Danube Delta (Bulgaria, Romania, Moldova and Ukraine). 

Date
Monday 30 April 2001 

Time
11:00
Room
Parliament Palace, Bucharest, Romania (room will be announced)
At the press conference WWF and its partners will:

· Provide up-to-date information on the implementation of the June 2000 Lower Danube Green Corridor agreement between Romania, Bulgaria, Moldova and Ukraine (creating a corridor of 775,000ha of existing protected area, 160,000ha of newly protected areas and 225,000ha of priority sites for restoration).

· Inform about other WWF activities in the region: Floodplain Forest Strategy in Bulgaria; Delta Islands restoration projects in Romania (Babina, Cernovka); Sustainable Tourism in Rosetti, Romania; and Partners for Wetland Project in Ukraine.

· Highlight the positive contributions these activities will have for people living in the region.

· Set out some of the challenges ahead.

Expert speakers will be:

· Philip Weller / Jasmine Bachmann – WWF Danube Carpathian Programme

· Erika Schneider – Expert on river ecology and restoration, WWF Germany

· Oleg Dyakov – Partner for Wetlands Ukraine, WWF, Ukraine

· Iulian Nichersu – Danube Delta Institute, Romania

· Mariana Loukova - Deputy Minister of Environment, Bulgaria

The press conference will be in English – interviews are possible in Romanian, Bulgarian, Ukrainian, Russian, Hungarian, German, Italian and French.

Additional material available at the press briefing: 

· Photo CD ROM showing pictures of Danube river, Tisza river, Carpathian mountains and its people as well as pictures of the ecological consequences over the Kosovo

· B ROLL Best sp Danube and Carpathians

For further information:

· Mark Vanderbeeken, WWF European Freshwater Programme, mobile +45 21 248747, m.vanderbeeken@wwf.dk

· Info desk, entrance hall, mobile: +40 (0)92 144539




President:

The Hon Mrs Sara Morrison

Vice-President: Rodney Wagner

Director General: Dr. Claude Martin

President Emeritus:

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh
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