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 Press Invitation

Environment and Security – Opportunities from Crises

You are invited to a WWF press briefing and debate on the environmental and public health consequences of the crisis over the Kosovo and the Tisza mining accidents and on the positive actions that Eastern European governments are taking to deal with these crises.

Date
Sunday 29 April 2001
Time
15:00
Room
Parliament Palace, Bucharest, Romania (room will be announced)

At the press briefing WWF and its partners will:

· Inform about the short and medium term impacts of the Kosovo war and the Tisza mining spills on the ecosystem and public health

· Provide an update on the activities in the countries to deal with the consequences of the events

· Explain how environmental crises can be turned into opportunities and provide information on the actions taken by Danube countries in dealing with them

· Comment on the urgent actions that now need to be taken

Speakers will be:

· Philip Weller / Jasmine Bachmann – WWF Danube Carpathian Programme

· Ferenc Markus – Conservation director of WWF Hungary, will discuss Tisza mining spill

· Pekka Haavisto – UNEP Balkans Task Force, will discuss Kosovo Crisis 

· Helena Carska - Danube Environmental Forum, will discuss Tisza mining spill

The press conference will be in English – interviews are possible in German, Hungarian, Italian, Finnish and Slovak. 

Additional materials available at the press briefing 

· Photo CD ROM showing pictures of Danube river, Tisza river, Carpathian mountains and its people as well as pictures of the ecological consequences over the Kosovo

· Beta sp copy of Tisza mining spill (VNR, duration 3’48’’)

For further information:

· Mark Vanderbeeken, WWF European Freshwater Programme, mobile +45 21 248747, m.vanderbeeken@wwf.dk

· Info desk, entrance hall, mobile: +40 (0)92 144539




President:

The Hon Mrs Sara Morrison

Vice-President: Rodney Wagner

Director General: Dr. Claude Martin

President Emeritus:

HRH The Duke of Edinburgh
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