“Danube-Carpathian Summit”  
Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development in the Carpathian and Danube Region

Bucharest, 29 and 30 April 2001

What is the Danube-Carpathian Summit?
The “Danube-Carpathian Summit”, short for Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development in the Carpathian and Danube Region, is an international conference specifically devoted to environmental conservation, restoration, and sustainable development in the Carpathian Mountains and the Danube River Basin. 

The Summit conference consists of three related events: 

Meeting of Ministers, April 29

Heads of State Summit Conference, April 30

Business and NGO Forum, April 30

Who is organising the Danube-Carpathian Summit?

The President and the Government of Romania, in co-operation with WWF (World Wide Fund for Nature), are organising the Danube-Carpathian Summit. The conference will be co-chaired by the President of Romania and HRH The Duke of Edinburgh, WWF President Emeritus. The responsible Programme Office of WWF International for the Summit is the Danube-Carpathian Programme Office (DCPO), based in Vienna.

What is the purpose of the Summit?

The objective of this Summit is to highlight the significance and ecological importance of the Danube-Carpathian region, to pledge support for the conservation and sustainable utilisation of its natural resources, and to strengthen co-operation on environmental issues in the Danube river basin and the Carpathian region by all stakeholders. Respect for natural and cultural heritage will be established as an integral part of the ongoing political and economic transformation process.

This will be achieved by 

· highlighting ongoing initiatives and programmes, 

· discussing their strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities for enhancement

· reinforcing these initiatives and giving political support to their further implementation,

· declaring commitment to new initiatives, i.e. an intergovernmental regional instrument for the Carpathians.

The findings of this Summit and the Declaration will provide sub-regional input into the Rio+10 process and be presented at the “Rio+10” United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Johannesburg 2002.

How did it all begin?

In June 2000 the Romanian government, jointly with WWF, organised a Ministerial Meeting on the protection of wetlands and floodplains along the Danube. The outcome of this meeting was an agree​ment between the Ministers of Environment of Romania, Ukraine, Bulgaria, and Moldova to establish a “Green Corridor” of wetlands along the Lower Danube (“Lower Danube Green Corridor”).

It was decided at this meeting to organise a Heads of State Summit to ensure co-operation on environmental issues for the region at the highest political level. 

It was recognised that, while for co-operation on environmental issues in the Danube River Basin structures and institutions are well established, this is not the case for the Carpathian Ecoregion. An intergovernmental framework for co-operative activity on environment and sustainable development in the Carpathian region is necessary: it can build upon the WWF Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative, a longterm comprehensive approach of “ecoregion planning” that integrates the needs of nature and local people.

Why is this Summit so important?

The Carpathian Mountain Range,  one of the richest and most magnificent ecoregions in the world, is under increasing pressure: economic development, unsustainable land use practices and river regulations, and exploitation of resources like timber – if not prevented or managed in a sustainable way – could diminish, and eventually destroy, the immense species diversity in flora and fauna, and large areas of montane and virgin forests. The international community is yet not aware of the dangers lurking here – this Summit aims to draw attention to the natural treasures of the region and to pave the way for establishing an intergovernmental framework to support its conservation and sustainable development.

The Danube River Basin is well studied, with a number of initiatives underway to bring improvement. Nonetheless, these programmes and initiatives require regular evaluation and adaptation as changes take place in the political and economic environment. The Summit provides a forum for all the major stakeholders to discuss recent developments and to shape future activities in the most appropriate manner. 

The Carpathian Mountains form part of the Danube River Basin and are the headwaters of the major rivers in the region. Integrated River Basin Management, which is now required by law in the European Union (EU Water Framework Directive), draws these two ecoregions together.

By organising a Summit that deals with both ecoregions, the links and connections between them  – which already exist in social, economic, and cultural terms – will be emphasised. Natural boundaries provide the basis for inter-state co-operation on environmental issues that will lead to co-operation on other issues, including security. Through this Summit, peace and stability in the region will be supported.

What is the outcome of the Summit?

At the Summit, a Declaration stating commitment to regional co-operation on specific action programmes on the environment and sustainable development in the Carpathian region and the Danube river basin will be adopted (the so-called “Danube-Carpathian Declaration”). 

What are the topics to be discussed at the Summit?

Environmental needs, goals, and mechanisms for regional co-operation will be discussed and evaluated, in conjunction with examples from the business and NGO sector.

The following topics will be covered in the discussions:

· Vision and action plan for the Carpathian Ecoregion

· Action Plan and possible extension of the Lower Danube Green Corridor

· Ecological aspects of the Danube River Protection Convention (DRPC)

· River Basin Management

· Sustainable Forest Management

· Sustainable Agriculture

· Ecotourism

Who is involved in the Summit?

The Summit is organised by the Office of the President, the Ministry of Environmental Protection and Waters, and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Romania, in co-operation with the WWF Danube Carpathian Programme Office. The Heads of State and Ministers of Environment of all countries of the Danube-Carpathian region (Albania, Austria, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Bulgaria, Croatia, Czech Republic, Germany, Hungary, FYR of Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Poland, Slovak Republic, Slovenia, Ukraine, and FR Yugosla​via) are invited as well as international organisations, financial institutions and major donors (eg. World Bank, European Commission, UN/ECE, UNEP, UNDP, Stability Pact, OECD, OSCE, Council of Europe, USAID). Major businesses and NGOs, both international and from the region, will attend the Business and NGO Forum.

How will it continue – is there a follow-up to this Summit?

The “Danube-Carpathian Declaration” will provide subregional input into the Rio+10 process and be presented at the “Rio+10” United Nations Conference on Environment and Development in Johannesburg 2002.
Other initiatives and meetings that will also benefit from the outcome include:

· ICPDR Ecological issues, May 10,11 2001 in Zagreb

· Pan-European Process (Ministerial Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe) Meeting in September 2001
· UN International Year of the Mountains 2002
· Ministerial Conference “Environment for Europe” (Kiev 2003)
· Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy
· 4th Meeting of the Conference of the Partners to the Convention on Biological Diversity 2004
