Expert Meeting in preparation of the Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development in the Danube-Carpathian region 

Speech by H.E. Aurel Constantin Ilie, Minister of Waters and Environmental Protection (7-8 April, Parliament Palace, Bucharest)

Ladies and gentlemen,

First of all, please, allow me as a host to welcome you to Romania on the occasion of the preparation reunion of the Summit concerning “Environment and sustainable development in Danube-Carpathian region”. This Summit has a regional and European importance and it will take place in Bucharest at the end of April. I especially appreciate your participation and involvement at this end of the week for the preparation and assurance of this Summit’s success. 

I would like to express my special thanks to our distinguished representatives of the World Wide Fund for Nature, who accepted together with us to take over the efforts of organizing this important action.

We consider that this reunion will be not only a premise of the Rio+10 Conference, that will take place next year, but also will have an important contribution to the success of the new millennium’s Conference from Johannesburg, owed to its thematic.

As you already know, the Danube - Carpathian region, as part of bio-geographical, social-economical, historical, cultural and spiritual European territory is representative especially through the magnificent presence of Carpathian mountains and the Danube river with a great natural capital. The existence of the human communities in this region, was, is and it will be vitally connected with the mentioned natural capital.

Because of these reasons, the sustainable management of natural resources must represent a fundamental concern of our countries, in the way in which we will be able to ensure a healthy development of the whole area, not only for us but also for our children.

The non-rational use of natural resources in the Danube - Carpathian region, thing that happened worldwide over certain periods of time, the economic development without taking into consideration the demands of environmental protection, determined sometimes irreversible damages of the environment, which may affect the quality of life and the basis of social-economical development in certain areas.

It is the major responsibility of the countries’ Governments from this region that the development strategies which we apply, to integrate the ecological dimension expressed in demands related to protection, conservation and sustainable use of the natural capital, as the only alternative for a socio-economic development on long term.

The Summit that will take place at the end of April will approach aspects of common interest for our countries. These will contribute at the intensification and enlargement of cooperation in the Carpathian region and the Danube river basin in order to ensure a continuous harmonization of national policies, strategies and actions with the European ones, with a view of ensuring of a sustainable development. It will be a good opportunity to analyze projects and programs of common interest and to promote them also through the support at the highest level possible.

Sustainable development has to represent more than a fashionable word. We have surpassed the period when we strictly elaborated vast strategies and policies. It is time to transpose them into measures and actions that have to implement them. It is time even to analyze what we have undertaken in part or together and to decide the next steps to be followed.

The mankind faces a major challenge. The increase of poverty in some countries, vulnerability of natural resources, the stress of the impact of some natural phenomena and ecological accidents onto the environment, the globalization are only few challenges.

In what way is the economical globalization reflected on the environment? How we have to organize ourselves better at international and national level in the field of environmental protection and sustainable development? From an environmental point of view we face some challenges related to climate changes, sustainable management of waste, transports or bio-diversity conservation. Countries from Danube-Carpathian region must and could be a model for respecting and applying of international conventions’ provisions, in the respect of climate changes and bio-diversity conservation prevention.

Compared to other regions, our countries have not only a special natural heritage, but also they have great reserves concerning greenhouse emission gases. They have also a public railway transport developed with a reduced impact onto the environment, a unified co-generating system of electric and thermal energy.

Romania, as a host country, wishes to be a model and we would like to use this opportunity to inform you that we have ratified the Kyoto Protocol and we hope that a great number of countries will do this as soon as possible.

The present program of the Romanian Government pays a major attention to the integration of the environment component in the process of economical development and to the efficient management of the natural resources. The inefficient use of resources in Romania encouraged through maintaining of reduced prices that did not enclose environmental costs, was one of the main factors that led to environment depreciation.

At this moment, the political signal at the highest level of the President and the Prime Minister of our country, concerning the priority represented in our country by the environmental matters is extremely important for us.

The beginning of accession negotiations of Romania at the European Union opened a new perspective in order to intensify the process of harmonization in the field of environmental protection. In this way, we noticed an acceleration of this process, taking into account both the integrated approach of the environment policy into sector policies and the necessity of consolidation of the institutional capacity, at national and local level. 

Although we have noticed substantial increases of the environmental investments from external and internal sources, at present, the rhythm of implementing the environmental community acquis in Romania is far to be satisfactory and to frame into the term which Romania proposed itself for acceding at the European Union.

In this regard we have initiated specific actions in order to mobilize all the factors interested in environmental protection, and also the potential polluters, for reducing the environmental risk in order to prevent ecological accidents.

Ladies and gentlemen,

The Summit that will take place in Bucharest has to be one of the most appropriate occasions for presenting the undertaken measures and actions in the field of environmental protection at local, national or regional level and also for future intentions. The Summit is also an occasion for identifying the obstacles or difficulties that may arrive, the way in which they have been overcome or not and the positive experiences gained. This will assure us that the protection and conservation of the environment becomes an inseparable component for a harmonious and sustainable development of the society not only from the perspective of one entity or state, but also of the entire international community. From this point of view, I consider that is extremely necessary to action together in order to strengthen the cooperation concerning the coherent implementation of the policies and strategies in order to ensure the sustainable development.

I would like to conclude by telling you that you will have an important task: the one to finalize the program and the content of the documents that will be adopted at the highest level during the Summit from the end of April. The Statement that will be signed by our head of states at the future Summit has a special role and we ask you to present your point of view related to this matter. You are present here because you have been designated and considered the most appropriate persons to fulfill this task. Therefore, I wish you good luck in your activity that will be undertaken during these days.

Wishing success to the present reunion, I thank everyone for participation and attention.
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