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Background for cooperation

Water and wetlands are becoming recognised as invaluable assets
both for nature and for humans. They are often shared by
neighbouring countries and they require joint efforts of equitable and
wise use and their problems require joint solutions. Such problems
require longer term cooperation, developing on many levels, and
thus involving national authorities, but also local communities and
the non-governmental and academic sectors. Such systematic and
broad cooperation leads to the establishment of transboundary
wetland initiatives. (Papayannis 2004)

Management of Ramsar Sites, but also conservation and wise use of
other wetlands can benefit from international cooperation.
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Even if Carpathian waters are flowing to two seas and four large river
catchments (Danube, Dniester, Vistula, Oder), the habitats and challenges in
their protection and use in the Carpathians are similar and common measures
for their sustainable management and conservation should be developed and
achieved. There are bio-geographic commonalities, shared wetland systems,
shared wetland-dependent species, and common social and cultural links.
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.Canvention.

Types of transboundary wetlands in the Carpathians

Using example of Slovakla which is bordering with additional 4
Carpathian countries (CZ, PL, UA, HU), and grouping of typology or
categorisation according to Papayannls 2004)

Inventory of transborder rivers and wetlands in Central Europe (Wetlands
International project, 1999)




There can be

Wetlands divided by borders
« Orava reservoir (SK/PL),

Special wetland sites

+ Mires of Orava-Nowotarg basin;
Haburske peat-bog; Fens near Snakov
(SK/PL),

« Transboundary underground water
systems in karst areas (SK/HU)

Frameworks for international cooperation in wetland issues

A unique opportunity to combine, strengthen and harmonize efforts
of several ,,Multilateral Environmental Agreements* (MEAs) related
to water / wetlands / river basin management etc., for wetlands
conservation and wise use — on regional / Carpathian basis

Ramsar Convention

Carpathian Convention

CBD, Bonn, Bern Convention

Convention on Protection and Use of Transboundary Watecourses
and International Lakes

Danube River Protection Convention

EU Water Framework Directive

EU Habitats and Birds Directives

Bilateral agreements/committees on water, nature conservation
issues etc.

Carpathian Wetlands Initiative
History

« Inspired by the process of negotiations on the new legally binding
mechanism for protection and sustainable development of the
Carpathian region (2001-2003)

« 8th Meeting of the Conference of Contracting Parties to the
Ramsar Convention (COP8) in Valencia, Spain, Autumn 2002
(mountain issues highlighted)

+ Ramsar COP9 in Kampala, Uganda, November 2005 (Regional
Initiatives issues)

» Process of establishment of the Carpathian Network of Protected
Areas (CNPA) (2003-2006)

» Carpathian Convention COP1 preparation (2005-2006) and
harmonization opportunity

Shared river basins

River basins can be shared in segments perpendicular to their flow, the
question of the equitable management of water resources between
upstream and downstream countries is vital. The need of common
management of the flow is very high — Hornad, Bodva, Slana river
(SK/HU), Vlara river (CZ/SK), Poprad (SK/PL), Ublianka, Ulicka, Uh/Uz
(SK/UA); sometimes influence of the Carpathian river is vital for the
Ramsar site out of the Carpathian region (Latorica UA/SK, Tisa/Tisza
RO/UA/HU/SK)

Rivers can also constitute borders between countries, with their basins
divided parallel to their flow - Ipel/lpoly river, Ronava (SK/HU), Biela
voda, Jelesna, Dunajec, Poprad (SK/PL)

Why new wetland initiative?

There are
Bplitical frameworks for formal cooperation — multilateral/
ilateral conventions, agreements, EU directives

informal and coordinated cooperation of NGOs under WWF-
DCP, the Carpathian EcoRegion Initiative (CERI),

but
- common strategy and plan for wetlands conservation and wise
use
- practical cooperation with some results and outputs visible in
the field or in capacity building of the institutions and awareness
is necessary and required

We can use existing mechanisms, to have it based on local/
subregional level (as it is in a case of CNPA); no new formalities
necessary, but governmental approval important for
development and funding

Purpose of the Initiative

To contribute to improved implementation of the Ramsar Convention

parallel with implementation of relevant articles of the Carpathian
Convention (especially Art. 4 and 6, however it can not be
implemented without considering and overlapping with other
articles and themes — spatial planning — Art. 5, agriculture and
forestry - Art. 7, industry and energy — Art. 10, cultural heritage —
Art. 11, environmental assessment, information system,
monitoring, early warning — Art. 12, awareness raising, education,
public participation — Art. 13, etc.)

To avoid duplication of activities of different MEAs in wetland issues

— communication and cooperation between them is necessary




The Framework Convention on the
Protection and Sustainable
Development of the Carpathians
covers all aspects of protection,
maintaining and sustainable
management of natural resources of
the Carpathians.
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Articles on conservation and
sustainable use of biological and
landscape diversity (4) and on
sustainable and integrated
water/river basin management (6),
are especially relevant also to other
international obligations of the =
Carpathian countries.

Project ,,Network of Carpathian
Protected Areas and Ramsar Sites*

The State Nature Conservancy of the Slovak Republic in Banska
Bystrica, through the funding of a project in the framework of the
Norwegian Government’s Plan of Action for Candidate Countries to the
EU supported in 2003-2005 activities for the establishment of a
Carpathian Network of Protected Areas (CNPA) and the
implementation of the Ramsar Convention in the Carpathian region.

ROYAL MINISTRY
OF FOREIGN AFFAIRE
 —

The network is aimed as a supporting mechanism for an efficient
management, tool for sharing experience, exchange and co-operation
with all national parks, nature parks, protected landscapes, biosphere
reserves, Ramsar sites and other important protected areas in the
region.

The Carpathian, Wetlands Initiative was launched on the World
Wetlands Day 2€ 04 to help in implementation of the obligations of the
Ra a ategic Plan 2003-2008 and of other
and to establish and promote
‘protected or otherwise important
ation of both Conventions in the

CWI HISTORY 2002-2006
Milestones

2005
Draft project proposal on development of the Carpathian Network of
Protected Areas and Ramsar Sites (SNC);
Proposal for consideration by the 315t Meeting of the Ramsar Standing
Committee and Ramsar COP9 for the Carpathian regional initiative in
the framework of the Convention on Wetlands;
Distribution of maps and results of the Slovak-Norwegian project to
partners in the Carpathian countries and relevant organizations

2006
New communication of the MoE of SR
(06/06);
Carpathian Convention Meetings;
Evian Encounter

CWI HISTORY 2002-2006
Milestones

2002-2005

Project Network of Carpathian Protected Areas and Ramsar Sites;

Preparatory Meetings of the Carpathian Convention, Carpathian Network
of Protected Areas and Carpathian COP1.

2004
Workshop on the Carpathian Wetlands Initiative (Brezovica, Slovakia, 28-
30 April 2004);
30" Meeting of the Ramsar Standing Committee (01/04); European

Ramsar Regional Meeting, Yerevan, Armenia (12/04) — information on the
Carpathian Wetlands Initiative.
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Brezovica Workshop

The Carpathian Wetlands
Initiative invited all Carpathian
countries and some other
representatives of international
organisations, including the
Ramsar Convention, the
Carpathian Convention and their
Administrative Authorities, the
MedWet and Ramsar
International Partner
Organisations (BirdLife, IUCN,
WI, WWF) to co-operate in
wetland conservation in this
ecoregion.

Organized in a framework of the project Network of Carpathian
Protected Areas and Ramsar Sites.

The Carpathian Wetlands Initiative Workshop

Fourteen representatives of ministries, governmental organisations
responsible for implementation of the Ramsar and/or Carpathian
conventions in the Carpathian countries (4), the Ramsar Convention /
MedWet Coordination Unit, the Ramsar Convention International
Organization Partners (IUCN/POCE, WWF/DCP) and the Daphne —
Institute of Applied Ecology
participated.

WI sent their presentation
and support letter.

Before the meeting was distributed
and evaluated a questionnaire

to Ramsar Administrative
Authorities of Carpathian countries |
to identify their interests, needs and
suggestions, and to nominate
contact persons.

Outcomes of questionnaire of 2004
on the Carpathian Wetlands Initiative

Activities perceived as the most important:

1. Identification and designation of wetlands of international
importance;

2.  Wetlands inventory;
Capacity building for wetlands conservation, restoration and
wise use;
Organizing professional trainings;

Outcomes of questionnaire of 2004
on the Carpathian Wetlands Initiative (cont.)

3. Publishing common informational materials on Carpathian
wetlands, their conservation and wise use;
Facilitating electronic communication and information
exchange;
Coordinating and facilitating working group on wetlands,
development and implementation of joint management plans in
transfrontier or shared wetlands/catchments/river basins;
Organizing staff exchanges and study visits;
Common wetland and river based strategies development;
Establishing the Wetland Centre, coordinating and facilitating
cooperation with other regions and networks in Europe and the
world;
Lobbying, fundraising and coordinating joint projects,
preparation of joint applications to available relevant
programmes and funds,

etc.

Outcomes of questionnaire of 2004
on the Carpathian Wetlands Initiative (cont.)

The needs and challenges:
funding for management plans implementation,

GIS database on wetlands,

environmental education programmes and facilities on wetlands
conservation, visitor facilities/centres,

monitoring etc.

The Carpathian Wetlands Initiative Workshop
Results

Countries identified their potential contribution to the common goals
using their experience and designated contact persons for future
communication and cooperation.

It was recommended to use the database of contacts or to identify
two-three main partners from political and scientific bodies in each
country, who will cooperate in future development of the initiative.

The activities should be connected with EU Water Framework
Directive.

Future heading of the initiative should be specified in a conference
with wider representation of governmental and non-governmental
organisations, intergovernmental organisations and other
international partners with a topic on the status, inventory and
conservation of wetlands in the Carpathians.




The Carpathian Wetlands Initiative Workshop
Results

The initiative should be developed under the Carpathian Network
of Protected Areas and the activities within this initiative should
be based on the Ramsar Strategic Plan 2003-2008 with its three
“pillars” of action:

1. Working towards the wise use of wetlands through sustainable
wetlands, water allocation, and the river basin management, establishing
national wetland policies and plans; reviewing and harmonising the
framework of laws and financial instruments; inventory and assessment;
integrating wetlands into the sustainable development process; public
participation in wetland management; promoting communication,
education and public awareness; increasing private sector involvement;
and harmonising implementation of the Ramsar Convention with other
multilateral environmental agreements;

Ramsar three pillars of action

2. devoting particular attention to the further identification, designation
and management of a coherent and comprehensive suite of sites to
complete the Ramsar List as a contribution to the establishment of a
global ecological network, and to ensure the effective monitoring and
management of those sites included in the List; and

3. cooperating internationally in the delivery of wetland conservation and
wise use, through the management of transboundary water resources
and wetlands, and shared wetland species, collaboration with other
conventions and international organisations, sharing of information and
experience, and increasing the flow of financial resources and relevant
technologies

The C
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initial map and database’ based on existing knowledge on
- Wetl‘and distribution should be developed as .a basis for assessment
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Important Wetland Sites of Carpathians
Using selected fields from Ramsar Information Sheet

ID - Identification code — number of site
Name of the compiler of this form:

Date this information was completed:
Country:

Name of the wetland site:

GIS polygon of site included: yes -or- no

If yes - ArcView shape in WGS-84 with the
same ID. If no go to 6.

Geographical coordinates (latitude/longitude):
in the format: 01°24'15"S 14°16'01"E

Area: (in hectares) only if 6 has value

Wetland Types presence: Ramsar Classification System
Wetland Types dominance: maximum 3 dominant types
10. Protection status: yes -or- no
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Participants of the Workshop
on Carpathian Wetland Initiative
welcome this Initiative and recommended:

to Interim Secretariat of the Carpathian Convention to work on Memorandum
of Understanding between Ramsar and Carpathian Conventions;

to governments of Carpathian countries to provide existing database
information, connected to GIS, of identified wetlands of national and
international importance and protected areas as an initial background for
future development of the wetlands network;

to governments to identify relevant stakeholders with an interest in and
directly or indirectly responsible for wetland issues and to support their
participation in the Initiative; such stakeholders should include
intergovernmental bodies, international organisations operating in the
region, NGOs, academia, and economic actors;

to CNPA Steering Committee and Carpathian Convention Interim Secretariat
to establish a Working Group on Wetland issues and to prepare terms of
reference for such a Group in a framework of CNPA;

to governments and all other stakeholders identify funding sources for
launching of the initiative, for preparation of the Conference on Carpathian
Wetlands, and for long term financing of this initiative.

Partners

Written support from BirdLife International, IUCN, Wetlands
International, WWF-DCP. .

rotectlon _Conventlon/Commlssmn : (Memorandum of
EP r\bcmSeoretanatof




Designated contact persons for the CWI

2004 2006
Czech Rep.: L. Vlasakova — MoE
Hungary: A. Schmidt — MoEW
Poland: MoE Z. Krzeminski, D. Piechowski,
B. Haczek — MoE/DFNPL,
Z. Niewiadomski — Bieszczady NP
Romania: 1. Nichersu — DDNI
Serbia: M. Pantovic — MoSEP, M. Pantovic, M. Spasojevic,
A. Hegedis — UB S. Prokic, J. Ducic — MoSEP/DEP;
Stojnic — INC, NP Djerdap
Slovakia: J. Kadlecik — SNC
Ukraine: M. Stetsenko
b 1. lvanenko, G. Parchuk — SAPA,
G. Parchuk - SAPA B. Prots — NAS,

V. Kostyushin — WI BSRO

Feedback of the 2006 Slovak MoE updates

Proposed strengthening of cooperation in:

Capacity building for wetlands conservation, restoration and wise
use for stakeholders

Harmonization of legislation in the field of nature protection and
biodiversity
Conservation of internationally important habitats, flora and fauna
species in wetlands in the Carpathian region

SR
Cooperation in the joint management of the Ramsar sites/shared
sites/catchments and/or species

HU/SK
Survey and monitoring of invertebrate and fish species in the small
transborder wetlands

HU

Feedback of the 2006 Slovak MoE updates

Wetlands policy
PL

Wetlands inventory, common database

PL/SR/SK

Wetland/Training Centre for the Carpathians, enhancing training
possibilities and opportunities

CZ/sK
Wetlands restoration

CZ/sK
Information sharing and distribution (web site)
River basin planning, management, including flood management

SK

Outcomes of the Stakeholder Meetings in the Carpathians
ANPED (Northern Alliance for Sustainability)
Public Participation project (2005-2006)

Water and river basin management:

Czech Republic

The major problem:

straightening of streams, concreting of river banks, continuous construction in
floodplain areas, unsolved ownership and siltation of river beds

Recommendations:

Removal of obstacles and barriers from streams — technical adjustments

Water/river basin restoration, vegetation at river banks

Solving the issue of expropriated or state purchased land (property
ownership, where to carry out the recovery, compensation)

Protection of wetlands

Protection of river floodplains

Outcomes of the Stakeholder Meetings in the Carpathians
ANPED Public Participation project (2005-2006)

Hungary

Sustainable and integrated river basin management - top priority

Different environmental limit values in countries

Inconsistency in legislation, e.g. opposite principles in water
management and conservation legislation

Opposite interests of the countries in water management

Updating the indication and measuring system

Ensuring correct information, harmonizing the interests, international
cooperation

Outcomes of the Stakeholder Meetings in the Carpathians
ANPED Public Participation project (2005-2006)

Poland

e.g. Strategy for sustainable development of the region; creation of a Carpathian
database; efficient system of information exchange; multisectoral partnerships;

But also in some regions — increase of artificial and natural retention by building of
small retention basins and creation of polders; elimination of flood hazards by e.g.
building and modernising of river bunds (about 550 km); modernisation of regulated
rivers as well as regulation of river and stream beds in urban areas; building of big,
new reservoirs and simultaneous implementation of water provisioning systems
and systems of sewage treatment

Recommendations:

Re%ulation of rules pertaining to management of borderland waters (monitoring, early
lood warnings); creation of programs for funding of activities pertaining to
maintenance and conservation of existing retentions and watercourses;

Building water reservoirs in the upper streams of rivers, reducing the flood ...

Restoration of technically developed streams and preventing their further development

Create a programme for the protection of wetlands




Outcomes of the Stakeholder Meetings in the Carpathians
ANPED Public Participation project (2005-2006)

Romania

To introduce the Carpathian issues as subjects of debate in the Water
Basins Committees with the participation of NGO representatives

Communication/Information/stakeholders cooperation

Serbia

Prepare an action plan to address some of the most urgent problems in
the region

Slovakia
Public involvement in creation of the program;
Harmonise legal instruments in the region

Outcomes of the Stakeholder Meetings in the Carpathians
ANPED Public Participation project (2005-2006)

Ukraine

To establish local registers of cultural, historical and natural heritage — to
move towards integration of these thematic registers on the pan-
Carpathian level, as well as towards pan-Carpathian harmonization of
standards and criteria of assessment within the issues covered by the
Convention;

To extinguish controversial points in duties as for other conventions that in
terms of their content somehow correlate with the Carpathian
Convention

To implement basin-based approach into the practice of decision-making.
To realize regulations on water-protection zone of mountain rivers and
brooks

Evian Encounter 2006 e,

15-17 November 2006; 20 experts ||
The Carpathian and Ramsar Convention Aalllbd ]
secretariats agreed to sign
a Memorandum of Understanding

CORNINTICN 0N WETLANES
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Key Points of Action under the CWI:

+ Information on wetland ecosystems — harmonization; can be based on
CERI, Natura 2000/Emerald network

» National phocal points identification — facilitate effective cooperation
between the sectors; capacities, expert networks; building on existing
institutions (ICPDR, CBD, CC, RC)

+  Wetland inventory and assessment — designation of additional Ramsar
Sites, including transboundary; monitoring, restoration, sustainable use

» EU WFD - a guiding tool for some of the discussions in the CWI;
integration of wetlands into river basin management

Evian Encounter 2006

Key Points of Action under the CWI (cont.):

 Inthe context of RBM the CWI will work in particular for:

retention of water resorces in the uplands of catchment basins,

limitation of river sediment removals,

conservation of natural river morphology,

recognition of the ecological functions provided by Carpathian rivers and
related wetlands

The CWI will identify and develop specific wetland restoration projects
Transboundary management in a coordinated way

To increase capacity building and public awareness - information
campaigns, education and training activities

Effort is aimed at promotion of Ramsar

Res. VIII.10 Improving implementation of the Strategic Framework
and Vision for the List of Wetlands of International Importance &e.g.
designation of new Ramsar sites-in the Carpathians and their
effective management);

Res. VII.11 Additional gwda ldentlfyln and designating
under-represented wetland. | es as . Wetlands of International
Importance, to de5|gnate examples of, am ?others peatlands, wet
grasslands and other under- represented wetland types found in the
Carpathians;

Res. VIII.12 Enhancing the wise use and conservation of mountain
wetlands in order to promote the establishment of national
networks of Ramsar sites which fully represent the diversity of
wetlands in the countries, and to promote their key ecological and
hydrological functions, and hydrelogical, biological, cultural and
socio-economic importance. The initiative can help in developing
the appropriate actions for improving awareness and
understanding_of their functions ‘and values and to ensure that
due attention is given to the role of mountain wetlands and the
importance of their conserf/qtlon and | wise use in the preparation
and implementation’ “of " “river © ‘basin © management plans,
development of strategies and management plans, etc.

Res. VIII.19 Guiding principles for
taking into account the cultural
values of wetlands for the effective
management  of  sites, some
mountain wetland types have strong
reflection in folk songs, poetry,
stories and tales - mountain springs,
brooks, lakes, waterfalls, mires




Recent relevant Ramsar instruments
(COP9)

Res. IX.3 Engagement of the Ramsar Convention on Wetlands in
ongoing multilateral processes dealing with water

Res. IX.5 Synergies with other international organizations dealing
with biological diversity; including collaboration on, and
harmonization of, national reporting among biodiversity-related
co ions and agr t

Res. IX.7 Regional initiatives in the framework of the Ramsar
Convention

Res. IX.8 Str lining the impl ion of the Strategic Plan of the
Convention 2003-2008

Res. IX.19 The importance of regional wetland symposia in effectively
imple ing the R: Con ion

Res. IX.22 R sites and sy of pr d areas

Benefits from transboundary cooperation
(Papayannis 2004)

Pooling of scientific resources

Joint management of resources

Conservation of biodiversity

Better implementation of management measures
Platform for resolving conflicts

Raising the awareness of issues

Increased fundraising capacity and potential
Increased visitors potential

Social, cultural and political benefits

Conclusions and necessary next steps by the end
of 2006:

«to finalize and sign Memorandum of Cooperation between
secretariats of Ramsar and Carpathian conventions as a suitable base
for legitimisation and formalisation of the cooperation;

«to present CWI in the side event at COP1 of the Carpathian
Convention and make steps for its approval;

«the responsible governmental bodies to provide information,
contacts and organisational and legislative arrangements;

«to Identify two or three main partners from political and scientific
bodies in each country who will cooperate in the future development of
the initiative and will create a working group;

« to develop a project proposal for financing of CWI;

« to help in organizing at least part-time coordinator to keep the line
and ,.keep the fire*, lead and coordinate the activities, contact other
partners and make fund raising.




