Key Quotes from the Summit on Environment and Sustainable Development

In the Carpathian and Danube Region, 29 – 30 April 2001

Summit – Monday 30 April, 2001

HE Ion Iliescu, President of Romania

"The overarching concept of sustainable development provides an organic linkage and an effective instrument to reconcile the legitimate aspiration of our peoples for well-being and a better quality of life with the need to protect the integrity of our environment, to responsibly manage the available natural resources and to preserve our heritage for the benefit of future generations..."

"While each of our countries has certain achievement and plans for the future, the time has come to see what we can do together in harmonising the objectives and practical methods for a genuine regional mountain policy. We are encouraged by the experience of the Alpine Convention and alpine network of protected areas, which is highly relevant for the success of the Carpathian Ecoregion Initiative currently being developed by the World Wide Fund for Nature"

HRH Prince Philip, the Duke of Edinburgh

"It is this dual character of the river and mountains <as an economic and natural resource>, that we are here to acknowledge and I hope it will be possible to find compromises so that the region can provide a sustainable source for all the interested parties long into the future" 

 "I just want to say I find it immensely heartening to see so many heads of state and representatives from the Region here today, and also so many representatives from the international and United Nations agencies with special responsibility for the conservation of nature" 

HE Mr. Stjepan Mesic, President of the Republic of Croatia
 "We represent here only a small part of Europe, a small part of our world. But, I am afraid we shall not achieve anything unless we do something in our own countries and regions, unless we first - as they say - put our own house in order, without waiting for others but urging them to join us. This is why I consider this summit welcome and much-needed...”

“I look forward to meeting you again in the not too distant future - why not in my own country, Croatia - and to our establishing, with satisfaction, the achievement of the first concrete results of the Bucharest Summit..."

HE Mr. Rudolf Schuster, President of the Republic of Slovakia 

"I would like to stress again the need to co-operate in this highly sensitive area of the environment and to openly exchange information, because the environment does not recognise any boundaries. We should create a mechanism for mutual control, be it in the upper or the lower course if the Danube or Tisza rivers, in the Western, Eastern or Southern Carpathians. Without this we would not be able to successfully address the question of environmental issues even after we enter the European Union. The question of confidence is thus very important"

"The new initiative leading to the conclusion of a convention on the protection of the Carpathian region should pursue, in the first place, the idea of an integrated approach towards the protection of the environment in the Carpathian region"

"In the conclusion, I would like to emphasise that we should follow the objective of multilateral co-operation among the countries of the Danube-Carpathian region, focused mainly on the following areas :

1. To build a common system to monitoring the state of the hydrosphere and atmosphere

2. To co-ordinate water management plans, including flood control measures;

3. To build and integrate national, alert and forecast limits for floods and disasters.”

HE Mr. Boris Trajkovski, President of the Republic of Macedonia
"In this direction, this Document <the Declaration> is very important and sets the foundation for partnership and co-operation at all levels including the private sector, the Government institutions and numerous Government organisations, which will be better able to establish a lasting regional dialogue on order to secure protection and conservation of nature and sustainable development."

HE Mr Leonid D. Kuchma, President of Ukraine 

“The conservation of the unique ecosystem of the Carpathian Mountains is one of the priorities of our policy. The Carpathians are a reserve for the European densest diversity of flora, fauna and landscapes....that is why Ukraine has proposed to develop and sign the International Convention on the Protection of the Carpathian Region.”

"we believe that a more active co-operation is required within the framework of the International Commission on the Protection of the Danube River in order to implement the Plan on Reduction of Pollution of the river" 

"...I would like to call upon all Europeans and first of all EU countries and institutions to pay due attention to the very complicated issues concerning the development of the Danube and Carpathian regions. Because if we ignore them today, the whole Europe may incur huge losses tomorrow."

HE Mr Vladmir Voronin, President of the Republic of Moldova

"In our opinion, a important step towards the development of the regional co-operation could be the signing of the bilateral Moldovan-Ukrainian convention on the use of water resources of the basin of the Nistru River...”

“It is well known and generally accepted that sustainable development has three basic components : economic, social ad ecological...I believe the Declaration could include a stronger accent regarding the need for deeper co-operation in the economic and social fields."

HE Mr. Zivko Radisic, Chairman of the Presidency of Bosnia and Herzegovina 

 “The democratic changes in Federal Republic of Yugoslavia and the establishment of full diplomatic relations between our two countries, represents not only the realistic beginning of complete normalisation of the relationships in the region, but also the promotion of the regional and cross-border co-operation in the sphere of environment protection and sustainable development of the Carpathian Region and the Danube River Basin...”

“We would like to express our readiness to participate in the actions and programmes on environment protection and natural resources, and the production of healthy food as there are all natural preconditions for that....”

HE Mr Rexhhep Meidani, President of Albania

“If our countries followed the conventional development path, there would be a massive increase in emissions of atmospheric pollutants. The contrary will give the SEE countries, an excellent opportunity to bypass the long process of transformation of developed countries....The initiative of developing regional environmental plans represents an opportunity for all region countries to integrate environmental considerations in the overall programs for the enhancement of economic development and security...”

“I am convinced that the accession process is more that simply mathematics and statistics, more than an economic or financial exercise, more than an entity of cool rules and principles. This is the future of Balkans and of Europe itself. The actual political reality of Europe is more favourable than ever in this respect...”

“Finally allow me, Ladies and Gentlemen, to express the commitment of the Albanian State, in supporting the regional approaches ad environmental plans by being a good partners in the already started process in this aim. I would like to say that Albania supports the initiative for the protection of the global environment and particularly support the sustainable development in the Carpathian and Danube river region.”

HE Mr. Petar Stoyano, President of the Republic of Bulgaria

“I am of course, fully aware that implementing a pro-active environmental policy is a serious challenge for our economies which are in the process of post-communist transition. On the one hand, they are faced with huge difficulties due to limited resources. But on the other hand, carrying out fundamental structural reforms provides an unique opportunity of our countries to make a clean start: along with closing down loss-making operations, to close down environmentally hazardous ones and, when investing in new projects, to apply the most advanced environmental standards...

“The development of the global environmental strategy...is a necessity; however, it can only be realised if it is grounded on the efficient bilateral co-operation, in the interest of the people on both sides of each border...”

“Ladies and Gentlemen

It is only through the efforts of each and every one of our countries, and, at the same time through our joint co-ordinated actions, that we can restore and preserve the invaluable natural wealth of this part of Europe and pass on to our children a clean earth, a true land of opportunity for them to explore for their future. I am confident that the clear political will stated at our meeting will provide a convincing example that this is possible.”

Bodo Hombach, Special Co-ordinator of the Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe 

"To follow on from this excellent conference in Bucharest, I have called a high level Danube conference, to take place later this year. I am delighted that yesterday's ministerial meeting fully supported this. The objective is to promote sustainable development of the Danube. Shipping port construction tourism, the environment and even cultural aspects are all part of the picture. Releasing the economic potential of the Danube is not only important for south Eastern Europe. The continent as a whole will benefit. But we must get it right. And we must not delay. From my perspective, if the strategy I have outlined for south eastern Europe is to succeed, we need success in areas such as the environmentally sound development of the Danube river. I therefore hope and believe that all partners of the Stability Pact will help develop and support a comprehensive plan for the Danube"

Winston Temple, UNDP CO Romania 

"I should emphasise that UNDP is following and fully supportive of such regional initiatives, including, for example , the Carpathian Eco-regional Planning Initiative and the landmark declaration by Romania, Moldova, Ukraine, and Bulgaria in order to conserve over 900,000 hectares of woodland in the Lower Danube Green Corridor...We are all in this together. It is therefore, seemly and appropriate that the governments and different organisations from the region have today come together, to share their development experiences and lessons learned ad to agree on co-ordinate future actions. To be honest, I find it most encouraging that Governments are now accepting the need to further integrate environmental concerns into their development policies, programmes and strategies at both national and regional levels."

Ziad Alahdad, World Bank Romania Office 

“The environment presents several opportunities where a multi-country, regional approach could bring more benefits than the execution of individual projects. To give a specific example, the sturgeon conservation strategy developed under the Danube Delta project will need the close co-operation of all countries through which the Danube flows. Such a strategy, once implemented successfully, will allow effective increases in the sturgeon population and extend their presence to the upper reaches of the Danube, representing a multi-million dollar economic opportunity.”

“The Danube and Carpathian  region has valuable economic resources. These resources need to be preserved to safeguard future development prospects...the key challenge is to strengthen environment management and regional co-operation now. The alternative - economic growth first and cleanup later - is far too costly in the long term, both environmentally and financially."
Business/ NGO forum – 29th April 2001

HE Mr. Ion Iliescu, President of Romania

"Governments and companies alike are absorbing from the civil society the tenets of social and environmental responsibility. A virtuous circle is closing. We all now have a stake in a more user-friendly world" 

HRH Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh

"The need to put strict measures in place to ensure the survival of the Carpathian forest, and its inhabitants is urgent and must be achieved before it starts to lose its value. At the same time, the potential for the improvement of the Danube is enormous. For the ambitious plans of both projects to succeed, it is going to take a very close collaboration between the governments, businesses and people living and working in the region."

Ministerial Meeting - 29th April 2001

Adrian Nastase, Prime Minister of Romania:

“And not ultimately, I believe we all need to make an effort for transparency and maintain a permanent dialogue with the citizens in order to generate a new environment-oriented culture in our states. No government policy can be really efficient in the absence of such a culture, in the absence of the citizens‘ interest in healthy, clean and friendly environment.”

“The current Summit has linked two complementary geographic elements – the Danube and the Carpathians – with the purpose of capitalising on their complementary nature for the benefit of the region’s sustainable development.”

“Dear participants,

I believe that our meeting today, together with that of the Heads of State and the Forum of business people will become a reference point in our joint effort to open a new path to the Carpathian Danube reservoir, for the benefit of a sustainable development of all our states.“

Aurel Constantin Ilie, Minister of Waters and Environmental Protection of Romania:

“An essential condition to promote a multi-dimensional sustainable development and increase the Romanian input to the regional co-operation, is that of carrying out a new type of economic growth, i.e. an innovative, regenerative and protective growth for both the environment and people, associated with the development of commercial exchanges, economic co-operation and transfer of clean technologies in the Carpatho-Danubian region.”

“Promoting co-operation for environmental protection and sustainable development may be a factor of stability, a contribution to peace and international understanding in our region; reciprocally, peaceful conditions facilitate expanding regional co-operation.”

Claude Martin, Director General of WWF International

“With the pressure on the world’s ecosystem increasing rapidly, biodiversity conservation is of utmost importance, not least for the livelihood of rural communities. With biodiversity loss becoming rapidly evident, all sectors, but particularly governments and business and industry, will increasingly be judged against their contribution to conservation of the world’s natural resources.”

Nils-Gunnar Revelius, Swedish Ambassador to Bucharest, on behalf of the EU-Presidency

“ ... the need to integrate long-term considerations into current policies should be emphasised.

The European Commission has chosen six themes that create a good basis for this work. Climate change is one. ... It is essential that we are in a position for deliver a clear message to the other parties: The EU is prepared to start implementing its share of the commitments <stated in the Kyoto Protocol> and we have a long-term strategy – and we will do it without the United States if needed.”

“The energy and transport sectors are vital when it comes to the sustainable development strategy....With regard to both areas, the concept of “de-coupling” is important. It is a question of how to de-couple economic growth from road transport growth and increased use of energy. De-coupling is an important issue with regard to several of the suggested themes in the strategy (climate, resource efficiency and mobility).”

“The concept of sustainable development manifests a fundamental change when economic, social and environmental perspectives shall interlink and be mutually supportive...We must rely on new technology and its ability to help us get more out of less.

The achievement of sustainable development call for the active concern of all of Europe. The initiative by the Government of Romania today is a sign of understanding these requirements. The EU Sustainable Development Strategy, to be adopted at the Summit in Göteborg, must become a prelude to extensive efforts throughout the enlarged EU to meet the requirements of long-term sustainable development.”

Prof. Heinz Schreiber, personal representative of Mr W. Moltere, Federal Ministry for Agriculture, Forests, Environment and Water Management, Austria

“Austria welcomes the efforts on environmental protection in the Danube-Carpathian region as an important and valuable contribution for sustainable development in this region...

“Effective flood protection is vital for the population in many parts of Austria, both in the narrow valleys of the Alps and the broad plains of the level country. And yet : regulation measures and power generation have contributed to a loss of the ecological quality of our rivers in past decades. Modern water management places protection of man and his living and working environment on the same level as preservation of the river as a natural habitat and ecologically effective unit.”

Mr Jaus Radziejowski Undersecretary of State of the Ministry of Environment of the Republic of Poland

“The Carpathian Mountains along the borders of Poland with the Slovak Republic and Ukraine contain some of the least disturbed ecosystems in central Europe....

“Both nature and history binds the three neighbouring nations facilitating co-operation over the borders. This is why we note with pleasure the support of the Minister of Ecology and Natural Resources in Ukraine for the proposed “Carpathian Convention” that could become a tool for the implementation of the Pan-European Biological and Landscape Diversity Strategy (PEBLDS) in our countries...Therefore I would like to pledge the support of the Polish Government for preparation of this proposal for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP).”

Dr. Janos Tardy, Deputy Secretary of State, on behalf of the Minister for Environment of the Republic of Hungary

“Environment protection and nature conservation are activities mutually strengthening and supplementing each other. This is especially true for the Carpathian Region and the Danube Basin having outstanding natural values in European and, in certain aspects, also in global dimension. Improvement of the state of health of the population of this region, sustainable use of natural resources, and preservation of the natural and cultural values for the future generations is not only a moral obligation for us but also in the long term economic and social interest of our countries. The countries of this region aspiring to become a member of the European Union can indeed enrich Europe with the large number of natural values they have...”

“We recognise the importance of preserving the environmental and natural values of the Tisza catchment area...the elaboration of a comprehensive ‘Tisza River Convention’ could be launched, which may create, in harmony with the Danube Protection Convention and other important international environment and nature protection conventions, the legal framework of a long-term co-operation in our region”

Florin Stadiu, Ministry of Waters and Environmental Protection, Romania

“...We consider that the future assistance must be focused on the solution and not on

problems. Many of the technical solutions for the ‘environment crises’ are available but the challenge is to put them into practice

“Taking into account the complexity of the problems generated by the necessity to rehabilitate the aquatic environment in the Danube River Basin and the achievement of the sustainable development for the countries from this region it is clear necessary an integrated approach at the basin level”

“If we want that such measures to have the expected result on the Danube River Basin and particularly on marine environment, it is compulsory that the approach of the Water Framework Directive to be done at the entire Danube River Basin and not on sub-basins.”

Prof. Radu Rey – National Agency for the Mountain Area Agriculture, Food and Forests Ministry

“As far as globalization is concerned, the mountain should not be considered as an adversary but accepted as a factor of natural diversity, to whom a chance to develop based on its products should be granted...”

“Defending the mountains, with everything that is alive in them actually this means life guaranteeing – and it is vital not to lose the few valuable things left in here. The new generations of young farmers and mountain inhabitants need to hope for a better life and we must educate and support them to become ‘guardians of the mountains’...recognising the superior quality value of the mountain products must be reflected on higher prices for the people who, day after day of hard labour, offer these products to consumers and not for some dubious intermediaries...”

“...a regional association called CARPAT-MONTANA would represent the output of mountain solidarity, a framework of co-operation, a framework of co-operation, exchange of information and knowledge, debates and innovative ideas, as well as an action instrument supporting the common interest of sustainable development and protection of the Carpathian environment”

On behalf of Mr Marjan Dodovski, Ministry of Environment and Physical Planning, Macedonia

“The dialogue we are accomplishing in order to benefit the environment and people, creates unbreakable links and we are here and everywhere in the world where environment protection and sustainable development are addressed...”

“I would like to express my pleasure that the representatives of the expert meeting, who have prepared the Declaration on Environment and Sustainable Development of the Danube-Carpathian Region...have accepted and built-in the suggestion by the Macedonian representatives for a common action of the countries in the Region aimed at implementing the REReP <Regional Environment Reconstruction Programme> in the future...”

Mr. Fritz Schingemann, UNEP Regional Office for Europe 

"UNEP is convinced that adequate protection and sound management of the Carpathian environment are an essential condition for sustainable development of both the mountain areas and the lowlands, which are in many ways dependent on them.."
